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‘ Oreating A Reading Public and Direct- 


ing Aimless or Purposeless 
Readers.* 
BY FANNIE V. EASTMAN, NASHUA, IOWA. 
In considering our public perhaps we 
may begin with our library building. 
Do we always in building a library give 


' sufficient thought to making it a matter 


of common interest? Even when the 
tax levy has been secured by popular 
vote do the people always feel that a 
building given by a wealthy philan- 
thropist filled with books selected by an 
appointed few, is really their building 
and that the books are their books? 
When the doors of our beautiful build- 
ings are opened and we say to the pub- 
lie: ““See what we have done for your 
improvement! Now come and be im- 


—_ 


*Read at Cedar Falls meeting Middle West 
District I. L. A. 
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proved!’’ the crowds we expect some- 
times fail to respond. 

When our libraries are builded, re- 
paired, enlarged, or improved, let us 
build into the work, as far as possible, 
the interest of everyone in the com- 
munity. It was a happy moment for 
one small library when the Superintend- 
ent of Schools called the pupils to- 
gether, boys and girls who crowded 
into a little room that could hardly be 
dignified by the name of library, and 
told them of the Carnegie gift that 
was to be theirs, and allowed every 
small boy to cheer and applaud to his 
heart’s content. The gift of two beau- 
tiful pictures purchased by the pupils 
and teachers when the library was 
dedicated remains as an evidence of 
the good fellowship between library 
and school. The pennies voluntarily 
contributed by the children gave them 
in the beginning a sense of ownership 
in the library. 

When nearly every organization in a 
town has a share in some way in con- 
tributing to the library an interest must 
exist in the work that is done. They 
are apt to follow their gifts with a visit 
to the library, into which something of 
value to them has been builded. 

Having gained the first interest the 
community has to give, it remains for 
us to hold that interest and convert it 
into an increasing interest in the use of 
the contents of the building. It is need- 
less to say that if we would create and 
hold a reading public we should econ- 
sider most carefully the contents of our 
library. Do our shelves contain the 





books best fitted to the needs of our im- 
mediate community ? 

Is it not possible that we may fall 
into the error of purchasing to please 
the book committee rather than giving 
eareful consideration to the varied in- 
terests of the many whom we hope to 
interest? In the desire to keep the li- 
brary up to its highest standard of 
literary excellence, to place on the 
shelves books that will call forth com- 
ment from the really book loving few 
who visit the library, do we not some- 
times, when our purchases must be lim- 
ited, slight the desires of the many to 
whom the realm of books is practically 
an undiscovered country, those whom 
we must interest if we create a reading 
public? 

We must know our ‘community, its 
characteristics, and its needs, if we 
would create an interest in the books we 
purchase. Our public, we must remem- 
ber, is composed of individuals, and 
only by a study of the individual is it 
possible to supply his needs. 

It is possible that our shelves contain 
just the books the public would most 
enjoy but the people have not all visited 
the public library and do not know the 
enjoyment to be found within its walls. 
Local papers are open to library adver- 
tising and the object of library notes is 
really to give publicity to the best fea- 
tures of the library. Time is well spent 
in the preparation of such notes, for 
many people do read them and become 
interested in the books mentioned. We 
gain more in the lists of books on special 
or related subjects than by publishing 
miscellaneous purchases. 


Special days in the library are a help 
when a feature is made of some topic of 
interest. Library bulletins, pictures, 
objects of special interest with reading 
reference lists are all worth while. 
When the moving picture shows pre- 
sent subjects worthy of note, advertise 
in advance if possible the literature you 
may have on the subject. Use all the 
opportunities offered through various 
public gatherings where any phase of 
library work may be of interest, such 


as farmers’ institutes, teachers’ 
ings, community clubs, ete. _ 
In most of our Iowa towns the pm 
lation is a changing one and the pn 
people who come to us need our’ 


ing and invitation to come to the ‘g 


and enjoy our books. You haye ai 
seen the visitors who walk throu 
library with the manner of vie 
remains at a funeral. It is our 

to convince these people that the lit 

is a storehouse of living interests, not g 
dead ones. 


Holding a reading public must : 


largely a matter of fitting the 


book to the right person, the problem gf 


the loan desk. Find the patrons’ j 
ests, bear them in mind if possible, 
the hints offered concerning the hog 
that may be enjoyed will prove a 
hold in keeping and increasing a 
ing public. 

I believe that so far as may 
sible the library patron enjoys 


not on the library shelves, if 
chance to be at all worth while, ~ 


helpful in making out the order lists, 
One opportunity that frequently comes. 


to the library is the preparation of liste ; 


of books for the rural school li 


and so the circle of our public is. 


widening one. 

It isa joy to remember that the boys. 
and girls in the children’s room today 
will be the grown up patrons of te 
morrow. For surely the children who 
revel in the stories of history, of Lineola 
and Washington, Captain John Smith 
and all the famous characters so 
to the child heart will care for books 
a substantial order as they grow older. 
Whenever we must save in library er 
penses let us not begin in the children’s 
room, for here lies the secret of our 
higher standard of reading in the pub 
lie of tomorrow. 

Perhaps aimless and purposeless read 
ers may be divided into two classes 
found in Dewey classification. 
those who read merely to pass the ti 
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relaxation and entertainment, not at 
all particular what the book or periodi- 
eal may be, and secondly those who 
have formed the fiction habit and think 
they care for nothing else. 

The readers in the first division may 
be influenced to read much that is worth 
while. In this particular our periodical 
joati department offers us first aid and 
it is a delight to see the young lady 
who assures us that she loves to read 
“ Ainslies’’ follow our hints in maga- 
zine selection until she comes again and 

in for Harpers or Scribners. 

In book selection, too, the person who 
is idly looking for something to read 
may usually be influenced to take the 
best fiction, and frequently (should 
truth compel me to say occasionally ?) 
be influenced to read books that we long 
to see in circulation. For instance, in 
one small town many have enjoyed 
“The Promised Land’’ who would never 
have heard of Mary Antin had not their 
attention been called to her work, and 
one group of women are to continue the 
study of immigration during the coming 


ear. 
; I believe, after all, that I placed our 
second class of readers incorrectly, for 
with a fixed desire to read only fiction 
they can hardly be called ‘‘aimless or 
purposeless’’ but possessors of a purpose 
you would gladly change. 

If you cannot influence these readers 
and I doubt if even you can to any great 
extent, why not just be glad to have 
them enjoy a decent order of fiction? 
Perhaps these patrons are deserving our 
strongest sympathy. Some whom I know 
find their sole relaxation from a round 
of wearisome drudgery in the fiction 
that gives them their only glimpse of a 
world they once dreamed of seeing, and 
introduces them to the kind of people 
they once hoped to know. I am glad 
they have these story book friends, and 
it is a pleasure to find for them the 
books they will enjoy. 

Probably our readers will never reach 
the best we have in mind for them, but 
when we are able to see in so many in- 
dividual cases that the class of reading 


has been raised must it not be true that 
as a whole our public is reaching a little 
higher standard? 





Iowa Library Association. 

The twenty-fifth annual meeting of the 
Iowa Library Association will be held 
in Marshalltown, probably the second 
week in October. The exact dates are 
not yet definitely decided. 

The program already under way 
promises to be an interesting and help- 
ful one, and the central location of Mar- 
shalltown insures a large attendance of 
librarians and trustees. 

Full announcement of dates and pro- 
gram will be given later, but even now 
every librarian in the state should set 
aside three days in October for this 
meeting. 





- District Meetings. 


The spring meetings of the six dis- 
tricts of the Iowa Library Association 
were held during the last week of 
April and the first week in May. Miss 
Arnold, President of the Association, at- 
tended all of these and added greatly to 
their helpfulness. The discussions in- 
cluded selections from the following list 
of topics suggested by the I. L. A. 
Committee : 

The Sunday opening—is it advisable 
for the smaller public library? 

Rural extension—a privilege, a duty 
and a benefit to the public library. 

Books for the smaller library—what, 
where and how to buy. Juveniles— 
Sets—lInexpensive editions. 

The library income and the library 
budget. 

The library a social center—rest 
rooms and auditoriums. 

Government ‘documents— which are 
useful and how shall they be used in the 
small library ? 

The librarian—what more should she 
be than a dispenser of books? 

Creating a reading public and direct- 
ing aimless or purposeless readers. 

Public and high school libraries in a 
small town—are both needed and to 





what extent shall the public supply the 
school demand ? 

Library trustees—their responsibility 
for the success of the library, their rela- 
tions to the library and the librarian. 

What can be done to attract children 
and young people to the library and 
keep them from the streets, the cheap 
theaters and questionable places of 
amusement ? 

Five readable books of the past year— 
non-fiction. 

Five wholesome recent novels. 

Recent children’s literature. 





Middle-east District—I. L. A. 
MISS KATHERINE TAPPERT, 
Chairman. 

The Middle-east District of the Iowa 
Library Association held its meetings in 
the Maquoketa Public Library the 27th 
and 28th of April, 1914. 

Train service made it necessary for 
most of the visiting librarians to arrive 
in Maquoketa on Monday afternoon, the 
27th, and an open meeting was planned 
for the evening of that day, to which 
Miss Simpson, the librarian of the 
Maquoketa. Publie Library, had invited 
the trustees of the library, the teachers 
and others who were interested, or likely 
to be, to hear Miss Robinson of the 
Library Commission speak on Rural Ex- 
tension, and Miss Arnold, the President 
of the Iowa Library Association, on 
Readable Books of the Past Year. Dis- 
cussions followed both talks. 

It was a great pleasure to be wel- 
comed to this meeting by Mr. Gregory, 
President of the Board of Trustees of 
the Public Library, and Mr. Fletcher, 
President of the Boardman Institute 
Library, which houses its collection in 
the Publie Library. 

The Round table on Tuesday morning 
was attended by representatives from 
seven libraries of the District, to which 
was added two from the Library Com- 
mission and one from the Dubuque Pub- 
lie Library. Trustees of the Maquoketa 
Public Library and Mrs. Loomis of 
Cedar Rapids were present. 


Miss Marks of the Commission opened 


the discussion on Public Docyms 
She urged discarding all except the 
really useful ones, and a ee we 
A. L. A. Book list and the Mo, 
Catalog as the best sources listing 

ful new material. 

In speaking of Sunday opening 
Anderson of Clinton urged that it b 
tried in every community but she * 
‘that it was purely a local affair 
should be decided by local condit; 
The discussion brought out the faa 
that this might give the librarian gy 
opportunity to do personal work thy 
could not be so easily accomplished 4 
a time when other duties claimed 

The question of High School librar 
and their demands on public libra 
is one that is much considered ¢ 
days. Miss McRaith of Iowa City 
sented the subject. The general eon 
clusion was that the public library way 
not justified in crippling its own wo 
to supply the demands of the 
whose appropriations are usually 
larger. 

Children’s literature and methods Fi 
attracting children to the library way 
presented by Mrs. Sawyer of Museating 
It was generally conceded that the sm 
sational methods were not to be ep 
couraged, there being enough value ij 
the dignified methods of making th 
children’s room attractive. 

The afternoon session was given w 
the discussion of the administrative 
offices of the library, Miss Peiree of 
Marion speaking on the Trustees and 
their relation to the librarian, and Mig 
Hagey of Cedar Rapids talking on the 
Librarian as a person. Very free and 
valuable discussions followed both talks, 

The session closed with a discussion 
of books and the people who read them 
A reading librarian with a constantly 
growing knowledge of her community 
seemed the best means of creating & 
reading public. 

The trustees of the Maquoketa Pub 
lie Library entertained the librarians a 
luncheon on Tuesday. A spring shower 
made impossible a motor ride which was 
to have oceupied the hour following. 


8t 
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Northeast District—I. L. A. 


BERTHA S. BAIRD, 
Chairman. 
he meeting of the Northeast Dis- 
trict was held in the Publie Library of 
Cedar Falls during the morning and 
oon of April 29th with an attend- 
ance of about thirty librarians and trus- 
tees from the Northeast District and 
Traer, Vinton and Cedar Rapids, 
outside of the District. 


During the morning session there 
were general and informal discussions 
on the topics: ‘‘Rural extension a priv- 
ilege, a duty and a benefit to the public 
library”’ and ‘‘Publie and High School 
libraries in a small town—are both 
needed and to what extent shall the 
publie library supply the school de- 
mand?’’ Mrs. Furry, trustee, and Mrs. 
Catlin, librarian, at Alden, and Mrs. 
Murray, librarian at Grundy Center, 
gave their experiences with rural exten- 
sion. Miss Robinson urged the libraries, 
especially the smaller ones to take all 
steps possible to extend their work to 
the rural districts. 

The afternoon session was opened by 
a splendid paper by Miss Fannie East- 
man of Nashua, on ‘‘Creating a reading 


‘public and directing aimless or pur- 


poseless readers,’’ which was followed 
by a short discussion. 


Prof. K. G. Smith, in charge of the 
Department of Engineering Extension 
of Iowa State College, was present and 
talked about ‘‘Industrial education and 
what the library can do to help it.’’ 
Prof. Smith is anxious to enlist the co- 
operation of the librarians of the state 
in his work for the boys who must go to 
work before they are equipped for their 
work, His suggestions were practical 
and to the point. 


“Books for the smaller library—what, 


. where and how to buy; Juveniles— 


Sets—Inexpensive editions’? was dis- 
eussed informally, with special attention 
to the subject of buying sets for the 
children’s room. Mrs. Coen, Children’s 
librarian at Waterloo, spoke of the use 
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which could be made of the ‘‘Children’s 
library of work and play.’’ The conelu- 
sion of the discussion was that small li- 
braries could spend their money to bet- 
ter advantage in buying single volumes. 
At the close of the afternoon session 
the visitors were taken in automobiles 
provided by the Library Board to the 
State Teachers College for a short in- 
spection of that beautiful library. 





Southeast District—I. L. A. 


ELEANOR M. FAWCETT, 
Chairman. 


The meeting of the Southeast District 
at Knoxville on May Ist was well at- 
tended, there being a total registration 
of thirty representing eleven libraries. 


The morning session opened with a 
discussion of the topic ‘‘ Creating a read- 
ing public and directing aimless or pur- 
poseless readers,’’ led by Miss Ditch of 
Ottumwa who presented many helpful 
suggestions. 


The subject of ‘‘Government docu- 
ments—which are useful and how shall 
they be used in‘a small library’’ was 
next presented by Miss Kimberly of 
Marshalltown. The most important 
documents were evaluated, and the 
point emphasized that in the small li- 
brary especially, the librarian should 
not make a fetich of complete sets but 
should strive to make not a collection 
but a selection of her documents. 


The advisability of Sunday opening 
for the small library was discussed by 
Miss Denny of Washington. She and 
others who spoke upon the subject 
seemed to feel that unless local condi- 
tions demanded it, Sunday opening for 
the small library was unnecessary. 


At noon the visitors were the guests 
of the Knoxville Library Board at a 
dinner served by the ladies of the Con- 
gregational Church. This was followed 
by a most enjoyable automobile ride 
over the city. 

At the afternoon session, Mr. Brigham 
gave an inspiring talk on ‘‘The libra- 





rian, what more should she be than a 
dispenser of books?’’ and emphasized 
especially the librarian’s responsibility 
in the selection of the books for her 
library. Mr. Bellamy, President of the 
Knoxville Library Board, also spoke on 
this subject, and Mrs. Johnson, a trus- 
tee from Oskaloosa, made a.strong plea 
for a more careful guidance of chil- 
dren’s reading. 

The idea of making the library a civie 
and social center has been well carried 
out in Keosauqua, a small town in the 
Southeast District, and the work done 
there was described in a paper by Mrs. 
E. E. Sherman, the librarian. As Mrs. 
Sherman was unable to be present at the 
meeting, the paper was read by Miss 
Wharton of Burlington. 

The afternoon meeting ended with an 
informal discussion of the new books. 
At the close of the meeting Mrs. Lang- 
ton invited the visitors to her home, 
where a most delightful hour was spent 
before leaving for the trains. 





Northwest District—I. L. A. 


MARTHA C. SANBORN. 
Chairman. 
The annual meeting of the Northwest 
District was held in Spencer, May 5th. 


The first number of the program was ° 


a paper by Miss Blanche Watts, for- 
merly of the -Kentucky Commission, on 
extension work in the state of Kentucky. 

Miss Walpole of Storm Lake gave a 
paper on the use of the library as social 
and recreation center. 

At noon the members were most pleas- 
antly entertained at luncheon by the 
Spencer Board of Trustees. After a 
visit to the fine new High School of 
Spencer, the afternoon session opened 
with discussions of fiction and non- 
fiction by Miss McCandless of Sheldon 
and Miss MeNeil of Sanborn. There 
was much general discussion on all 
topics but especially on the question of 
rural extension, as that seems to be a 
live question in. Northwest Iowa at 
present. 


About twenty were in attendans 
representing thirteen libraries, The 
cussions seemed helpful owing to 
frank and free spirit which wag 
acteristic of the meeting. 





Middlewest District. L. a. 


JOSEPHINE JOHNSON, 
Chairman, 


The annual meeting of the Mi¢ 
west District was held in the new pyh 
library at Sae City, May 5th and 
About twenty-five delegates compris 
librarians, library trustees and a nun 
ber of local people interested in libra 
affairs, were present. 

Tuesday evening, the librarian, 
Denman, and the library trustees 
an informal reception to the visitin 
delegates. A splendid program 
stories, music and readings was given _ 

The next day two interesting se ia 
were held. Following the addreggeg 
welcome by Mr. MeCord on behalf of 
the city and Mr. Ahrens of the Sae 
Library Board, to which Miss 
President of the Iowa Library 
tion responded, the regular program 
was carried out. ] 

Miss Walpole of Storm Lake gave a 
paper on ‘‘Attracting young people 
the Publie Library.’’ She outlined 
duties and responsibilities of the 
rian and gave many helpful 
tions of her opportunities for interest. 
ing children. 

Mrs. Allan of Rockwell City fo 
with a talk on ‘‘The Library asa 
Center.’’ This brought out much 
cussion and many suggestions 
made urging that the community 
be given the best possible use of all 
the building. 

Miss Mitchell of Fort Dolge ou . 
many helpful ideas in her talk om 
‘“Creating a reading public and direct 
ing aimless or purposeless 
Several took part in the discussion } 
followed and told of successful 
which had been tried in various 


‘‘Rural Extension’’ was presented 
Miss Robinson of the Library 
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gion. Miss Allen of Onawa and Mrs. 
of Dunlap told of the work 

done in this line by their 
Much interest was taken in 
the subject as many of the libraries are 
making an effort to extend library priv- 
ileges to their surrounding districts. 
ig closed the morning session, and the 
and the library board had dinner 

at the Park Hotel, immediately after 
which the Commercial Club provided an 
automobile drive around the city for the 


visitors. 

’ Dr. W. H. Townsend of Sae City was 
the first speaker in the afternoon, on 
the question ‘‘Shall books on social 
hygiene be on the open shelves in our 
libraries?’’ He argued that the subject 
has not yet been so presented as to make 
the reading of such books by the young 
asafe thing, and that the subject could 
not now be taken up successfuly through 
the school or the library. 


The next hour was devoted to a gen- 
eral discussion of notable recent books 
led by Miss Arnold, Miss Davis and Miss 


Marks. 


By special arrangement Superintend- 
ent Galloway and all of the public 
school teachers were, present to hear 
Prof. Leslie I. Reed, of the State Board 
of Education, who gave an address on 
the ‘Public and High School Libraries 
in a small town.’’ He advised a closer 
 eo-operation between the two institu- 
tions, and suggested that teachers should 
become familiar with the contents of the 
public libraries at their disposal and 
should urge the pupils to use the library 
and to form library habits early in 
school life. Just before adjournment a 
resolution was passed recommending to 
the Iowa State Teachers’ College that 
such instruction in library work as 
would qualify a teacher to make good 
use of the school and public library be 
offered by that institution. 

Before adjourning a resolution was 
adopted thanking the Sac City Library 
_ Board and Miss Denman for their kind 
hospitality and the many courtesies 
shown the guests during the meeting. 
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Southwest District—I. L. A. 


CORNELIA PLAISTER, 
Chairman. 


The Southwest District held its an- 
nual meeting on May 8th, in the read- 
ing room of the Public Library at 
Glenwood. Librarians were present 
from eight of the thirteen libraries in 
the district, and what was more pleas- 
ing was the splendid representation of 
trustees who were present and who 
took an active part in the program and 
in the discussions. 


The morning session was opened with 
a consideration of ‘‘High School. and 
Public Libraries in a Small Town,’’ led 
by Mrs. A. B. Loranz of Clarinda. Much 
interest was manifested in the subject, 
since the problem of the most efficient 
co-operation seemed to have arisen in 
almost every library represented. In 
no library in the district did the school 
board contribute definite financial sup- 
port to the library for service rendered, 
but Mrs. Loranz outlined briéfly the 
plan of co-operation which Clarinda 
hopes to have in effect within a year. 


Mr. W. Irwin, president of the Li- 
brary Board of Shenandoah, presented 
the topie of the ‘‘Library trustee and 
his relationship to the library and li- 
brarian.’’ This subject also aroused 
discussion and brought up such ques- 
tions as ‘‘Shall the librarian attend 
board meeting?’’ ‘‘Shall she hold office 
on the board?’’ ete. 


‘‘Township extension—a privilege, a 
duty, and a benefit to the Publie Li- 
brary’’ was the last topic of the morn- 
ing session. Statistics were given by 
Miss Robinson of the Commission, 
showing how the financial aid which 
the township extension affords, renders 
a small library more able to serve the 
town patrons as well as the country 
borrowers. Several of the libraries of 
the District are trying the plan and 
brought their experiences to the gen- 
eral discussion. 


Through the courtesy of the Glen- 
wood Board of Trustees an enjoyable 
box luncheon was served in the rooms 





of the library. The afternoon session 
convened at 2:00, and the first to take 
part was another trustee, Mr. J. M. 
Galvin, President of the Council Bluffs 
Library Board, who spoke of ‘‘ Methods 
of attracting children and young peo- 
ple to the library.’’ An inspirational! 
talk on Public Documents was given 
by Miss Ione Armstrong of Council 
Bluffs. Copies of J. I. Wyer’s pamph- 
let on U. S. Government Documents 
were distributed. On this she based 
her selection, supplementing the infor- 
mation given there with personal ex- 
perience as to the worth of each docu- 
ment to the small library. 

‘‘The Librarian—what more shall 
she be than a dispenser of books?’’ was 
led by Mary N. Adams of Atlantic. 
Miss Adams not only discussed the sub- 
ject of the Librarian’s manifold activi- 
ties but touched briefly on directing the 
taste of aimless and _ purposeless 
readers. 

A brief discussion of desirable new 
books for purchase followed, and the 
meeting adjourned, with a rising vote 
of thanks to the board of trustees and 
the librarian of Glenwood for their 
hospitality. 


Iowa Summer School for Library 
Training. 

As announced in the last number of 
the Quarterly, the thirteenth session 
of the Summer School fer Library 
Training will be held at Iowa City as 
a department of the summer session, 
June 22d-July 31st, 1914. 

The primary object of the school is 
to raise the standard of librarianship 
in the smaller libraries of the state and 
to enlarge the conception of what the 
library should stand for in the com- 
munity. The course is in no sense of- 
fered as a substitute for the full train- 
ing of one of the regular library 
schools. 

The instructors are as follows: 

Director—Miss Harriet E. Howe. 

Library Administration—Miss. Julie 
A. Robinson, ape igeede Iowa lébrery 
Commission. 


Cataloging—Miss Alma Pe 
— Iowa College Library, @ 
ne 

Classification—Miss Jennie EB. 
erts, Acting Librarian, Uni ersity 
Iowa Library. 7 

Reference Work—Miss Harriet. 
Howe, Instructor in Western Rege 
Library School. ; 


& 


Children’s Work—Miss Grace Sha 


enberger, Children’s Librarian, 
Moines Public Library. Students 1 ’ 
enter for this work alone. 





Library Week. 
July 13th-18th will be so desig 


at the Library Summer School, and day 


ing this period the lectures of a j 
technical nature and by outside pe 
will be given. 

These lectures will deal with 
jects of interest to every librarian, ang 
an invitation is extended to all libre 
ians of the state to attend. The jm 
gram as at present arranged is as fob 
lows: Ey 
July 13, 1:30 P. M. Miss Robinson. 
Library Commission. ; 

July 14, 11:00 A.M. Miss Robins , 
State institutions. ‘4 

July 14, 1:30 P. M. Miss Grace Ros 
Davenport, Relation of the librari 
her community. 2 

July 14, 2:30 P. M. Mr. George 1 
Utley, Secretary A. L. A., Chicago, E 
the community views its librarian, 

July 14, 8:00 P. M. Miss Robi 
Iowa libraries, illustrated by | 
slides. 

July 15, 11:00 A. M. Miss Robi 
Rural extension. . 
July 15, 1:30 P. M. Miss Robins 
Library publicity. 4 

July 15, 2:30 P. M. President i 
bride. (possibly). . 

July 16, 11:00 A. M. Professor Ire 
ing King, State University, The li 
in social work. 

July 16, 1:30 P. M. Mr. & 
Brigham, State Librarian, The 
rian’s attitude toward current i 
ture. ‘ 
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ie 7,11:00 A.M. Mr. L. L. Dick- 
paaey See nell, The college librarian 
"ond his community. fa 

Jo this program will be added Visits 
“fo the yarious libraries of lowa City 


- hich will be both helpful and inter- 


st quiet atmosphere of a Univer- 
“wy town will also be found restful 
a very delightful week may be 
t there at this time. All librarians 
9 ean arrange to do so are urged 
to attend, and it is hoped that many 
will avail themselves of this privilege 
of listening to and meeting others of 
the profession and of enjoying the at- 
tractions which Iowa City offers. 


Trustees—Their Responsibility 
For the Success of the Library.* 
BY WILLIAM IRWIN, 
Trustee, Shenandoah Public Library. 
One fine day the mayor of your city 
in to see you—he wants to talk 
- to you about the library. He would 
like to appoint you as a member of the 
board of trustees. 
You are modest of course, and hesi- 
tate to assume the responsibility that 
will come with such a position, but he 
convinces you that you are competent. 
You fear you will not have time for the 
extra work. He assures you that the 
work is merely a nominal matter. As 
the Irishman wrote to his friend in Ire- 
land: ‘‘Come on over to America, it’s a 
snap. All you have to do is to carry 
the brick and mortar up to the top of 
the building, and there’s a man there 
to do all the work.’’ 
So you take the mayor’s word that it 
is all honor and no work, and you are 
appointed. As a side remark I would 
like to say that altogether too many li- 
brary trustees fill out the full time of 
their six years’ service on the theory of 
“all honor and no work.’’ To other 
trustees with the assuming of the office 
comes a responsibility which adds a 
new purpose to their lives. 
Let us consider for a few minutes— 
The Library—Why do we have it?— 


*Paper read at the Glenwood meeting of the 
Southwest District I. L. A. 





What shall we do with it? Of course 
we must have a library because Clarinda 
and Red Oak and Glenwood and all 
these other good towns have them—and 
if everybody’s doing it we must also. 
It’s a good thing for the town and a 
picture of the library makes the best 
kind of a post card to send to our 
friends. 

It is publie property, of course, and 
we must have a lot of books, and it 
must be kept open some part of each 
day, and with such generalities, very 
often the subject is dismissed by a 
large share of the public, and sometimes 
by some of the trustees. Public proper- 
ties are a peculiar proposition, and very 
often there is a ‘‘don’t care’’ attitude 
that dominates those who are dealing 
with the people in a public way. 

The question we would like to raise 
and have discussed is: What shall we 
do with our libraries? Shall the trus- 
tees run them on the theory that the 
people that make up the public are born 
enemies to every body who is conduct- 
ing a public enterprise? Or, shall we 
turn squarely around and make these in- 
stitutions divide honors with all the 
other enterprises that are for the better- 
ment and uplift of our people? We 
should place the public library along- 
side the church and the public school 
as an influence for the education and 
betterment of the people. But it is only 
as library trustees appreciate the situa- 
tion and rise to their opportunities, that 
the leavening influence will be noticed. 

There is a way to conduct a library 
by which it will live at a poor dying 
rate. It is the stingy way—the way 
that reduces expenses to the minimum. 
It means poor equipment—poor lights— 
poor heat—poor ventilation—poor col- 
lection of books—limited supply of cur- 
rent magazines and papers. It means 
the running down of the property— 
negligence in janitor service. Its the 
policy that says, these things are good 
enough for the public, and a lot better 
than we had in our young days. Then 
there is'the way that is aggressive and 
ambitious; the way that makes trustees 





dissatisfied unless their library is up to 
the standard of other libraries in our 
class. It’s the way of keeping the prop- 
erty in first class condition—a comfort 
to its patrons—a delightful place to 
visit—a restful place for weary work- 
ers—really a library that is worth while. 
The building and grounds should be 
spick and span. The ventilation and 
heat should be well regulated. There 
should be a constant readiness to re- 
ceive the most distinguished company. 
How very embarrassing it is when the 
librarian finds it necessary to apologize 
for the things that are wrong, because 
some trustee forgot or failed to attend 
to what may have seemed to him a small 
matter. 

We have often thought that the jani- 
tor of a church was a more important 
individual than the preacher. It is 
very little use to try to preach to a per- 
son who is uncomfortable, and the li- 
brary will be a very dreary and unat- 
tractive place if the material comforts 
of visitors are not looked after. These 
good things may come high, but if we 
cannot have them it would be better to 
close the library. 

The library is a public institution and 
should be maintained for the good of 
all the people. I have been much grati- 
fied many times on going into our li- 
brary to find in the children’s depart- 
ment children from our poorer homes, 
ragged little urchins with their bare 
brown legs swinging from the chair 
thoroughly absorbed in some _ book, 
chuckling to themselves and having the 
best kind of a time. It has been a very 
pleasant thought that here these chil- 
dren were finding good books and form- 
ing habits of reading which we hope 
will remain with them all their lives. 
The books which they find in their 
homes furnish very questionable read- 
ing as a rule. 

I am reminded of an instance that 
made a deep impression on me. On a 
Saturday afternoon a woman came into 
the store hugging tightly a paper cov- 
ered book, and so fearful of losing her 
treasure that in spite of her desire to 


show it to her friends she elyne« 
while she explained to them what a, 
derful book she had secured, g 
proud of her afternoon’s exploits 


She was a hard working woman, 
every. cent she had came with 
This Saturday afternoon she had 
her work to attend the niovie 
It as a sensational reel, but it » 
wonderful performance to her | 
when the hero of the show off nd 
history of his exploits in book form 
25 cents, she was a ready buyer, 
now she was hurrying home to dey 


the contents of her precious book, 


Friends of the library, can we : 


satisfy this desire for reading by giy 3 


these people books of good quality, 
may we not hope that eventually 


better reading will be just as much 


joyed by them as these books are 

And it is such sensational books 
these in the hands of the boys w 
make it possible for us to wake up 
morning to find that Bud Budy 
and Tobey Tyler and Frankie Liy 


stone have run away. We are not ge 


prised that Bud and Tobey were x 
to go for there was nothing to a 
them especially want to stay at 
But Frankie had everything that 


could wish, except the satisfying of 


desire for adventure. He was an @ 
mark for the other two boys, and 


bad companions. 


their libraries occupy the field 


4 


cured the money to supply the thie 
His impulse came from bad books a 


It is time that libray 
trustees were getting busy and makin 


good reading is so badly needed. zB 
The business of the trustees is largely 


a matter of maintenance. 


negie, or of any of the philant 


I do mt 
think it was the intention of Mr. @ 


men who help cities and towns to thet 


properties that their money show 
pay dividends. They are not 1 
investing money that way. Thong! 
dividends from a library 


a 
rann » 


measured in dollars and cents, ea 


more valuable returns should be 
pected. 


. 
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wnt thay BM ste tty tage ag ent lle 


eet it honestly. 
het decided advantage of your town 
3 eommunity, then ask for the limit. 


wa 


“$0 when you come to the July meet- 


the matter of the tax levy is 
If you feel that 
entire five mills can be invested 


would certainly not advise extrav- 
o but I do think we have a right 
o get on ‘‘easy street’’ with our 
finances, but should see that every dol- 
Jar counts. : 
You know there is a stingy way of 
ing public affairs. You can run 
the public schools with buildings that 
gre unsanitary, out of date equipment, 
and teachers who hold second grade 
certificates, but do you think it pays? 
Is it a square deal with our boys and 
gris who have only one life of school 
years to live? 
To trustees who have the responsi- 
of the library should come the 
sme kind of searching question. Can 
we afford to let these properties run 
down and the interest in them dwindle 
out, or shall we be aggressive and count 
our dividends in better men and 
women, who have gotten some of their 
best qualities through the institutions 
we represent ? 





Industrial and Vocational Books. 


Suggested by Mr. K. G. Smith at the 
Cedar Falls District meeting. 

Choosing a Career. E. W. Weaver, 
% Jefferscn Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Pamphlet, 10c. Information and _ bib- 
liography good. 

MeCullough—Engineering as a Pro- 
fession. Williams, $1.00. Best book on 
subject—a true statement. 

White—Successful Houses and How 
to Build Them. Maecemillan, $2.00. 
Good for a house owner. 

Farm Arithmetic. Orange Judd Co. 
$ .7%5. Rural teachers should have this. 
A text book but good for boys and girls. 

Modern gasoline automobiles. Munn 
& Co. 61 Broadway, New York, $2.50. 

Personal Record Chart. Personal 
_ Press, Kansas City, Mo. About 
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Washington Meeting of the A. L. A. 


The 36th Annual meeting of the 
American Library Association was held 
in Washington, May 25th-29th. Official 
headquarters were at the New Willard 
hotel. The general sessions were held 
in Continental Memorial Hall, Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, and 
the closing session on Friday afternoon. 
The various sections and affiliated asso- 
ciations held meetings at the New Wil- 
lard and New Ebbitt hotels. 

Exhibits of labor saving devices col- 
lected under the auspices of the Com- 
mittee on Library Administration, a 
school library exhibit prepared by the 
Bureau of Education, and of effectively 
printed library advertising matter se- 
lected and arranged by Charles E. 
Rush of St. Joseph, Missouri, were 
given at the Washington Public Li- 
brary. Wall cards showing activities, 
scope and methods of representative 
special libraries were on exhibition in 
the Special Libraries’ Association head- 
quarters at the New Willard hotel. 


The number in attendance was largest 
in the history of the A. L. A., but the 
fact that people were scattered over a 
large territory and in different hotels, 
the attractions of Washington and the . 
extreme heat, all interfered with the 
success of the meeting. Mr. H. C. 
Wellman, City Library, Springfield, 
Mass., was eleeted President for the 
coming year, and W. N. C. Carlton, 
Newberry Library, Chicago, Vice Presi- 
dent. 

The Iowa delegation numbered about 
twenty and these with several former 
Iowans, including Miss Tyler and Miss 
Brown, and several students in eastern 
library schools enjoyed a delightful din- 
ner at the Café of the Library of Con. 
gress on Thursday evening. Repre- 
sentative and Mrs. Towner were of this 
number and much of the pleasure of 
the occasion was due to Mrs. Towner’s 
planning, as also the memorable day at 
Mt. Vernon enjoyed by a number of 
Iowa people under Mrs. Towner’s 
chaperonage. 








\- | Library News of the State 


"] 





Alden.—The corner stone of the new 
Carnegie library was laid on April 27th 
by the Masonic Grand Lodge of lowa, 
the ceremonies being in charge of Past 
Grand Master P. J. Martin of Water- 
loo. Grand Secretary N. R. Parvin of 
Cedar Rapids was also present. 

A procession consisting of the mem- 
bers of the library board, the Grand 
Lodge officers and the officers and 
members of Radiant Lodge assembled 
near the hall and led by the school 
band proceeded to the building where 
the ceremonies were held. These con- 
sisted of several musical numbers by 
the High School Band and the High 
Schcol Glee Club, a short prayer by 
Rev. P. W. Jones, an address by Rev. 
Hardeastle of Iowa Falls, and the Ma- 
sonic corner stone service. Work is 
going forward rapidly and it is hoped 
the building will be ready for dedica- 
tion in August. 

Alta.—The musical comedy ‘‘July 
the Fourth’’ was given at the Opera 
House during April under the auspices 
of the Library Association and netted 
a handsome sum for the library. 

Anamosa.—The interior of the Pub- 
lie Library has been greatly improved 
by the redecorating which has just 
been completed. 

Boone.—Ericson Library recently 
distributed flower seeds to 250 pupils 
of the public schools. 

Charles City.—Miss Belle Caldwell 
after a leave of absence of four months 
has resumed her library duties. 

The public library has been re- 
decorated and the appearance of the 
interior much improved by the spring 
cleaning crusade. 

Cherokee.—Large posters bearing a 
picture of the library, the location, and 
the hours of opening, have been placed 
in the hotel lobbies, the postoffice and 
the depots, extending a welcome to all 
strangers. 

Window boxes filled with growing 
plants have been placed in the win- 
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dows of the Library, and add » 

the outward appearance of the } 
ing. Plans for redecorating the 
terior are well under way and a hm 


and cheery library will soon be @, 


result. 

Clarinda.—A reception was tende 
to Miss Lillian B. Arnold of Dubna. 
President of the Iowa Library 4 J 
tion, on the evening of May 9th, by the 
Board of Trustees and the Libmr 
of the Public Library. Music Was fap. 
nished by the Christian Church 6 
tra and frappé served by the assist 
librarians. a 

Miss Hazel Hurlbut has been a: 
pointed assistant librarian in plage 
Miss Era Collins who was obliged 
resign on account of ill health, 

Clear Lake.—At an election held » 
June 1st the question of the re 
ment of a free public library was eg. 
ried by a vote of 410 to 160. Only 
women voted against the propos 
while 155 voted in its favor. This ig 
the result of a determined effort 
the part of the women for the esta). 
lishment of a library and brings great 
rejoicing. 


Council Bluffs. — Relief from the 


financial stringency has made it 
desirable to abolish the rent collection 
and hereafter new books will be 
placed directly on the shelves. 

A college table for the benefit of 
high school students planning to go 
away to college has been started with 
a collection of catalogs, courses of 
study and prospectuses of the varion 
colleges and universities. ae 

In order to help the school children 
with their summer reading a list of 
ten books for each school grade ha 
been printed and distributed among the 
school children. 

Davenport.—The public library is 
now advertised on the screens between 
reels at four of the moving pictur 
houses of the city, and in time library 
slides will probably be displayed in all 
the theaters. 2 

Miss Lydia Barrette, for more than 
three years the valuable reference # 
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of the Public Library, has re- 
her position to become librarian 
Jacksonville, Illinois, Public 









By the will of the late Judge Dillon 
the library receives a gift of $1,000. 


—On May 4th the ladies of 












° day Club held Open House at 
S as Hall to raise funds for the pub- 

jibrary. Various forms of entertain- 
ment were provided and light refresh- 












S fur. ments served. 
“Des Moines— Public Library.—A 
< in the use of reference books 
| ap & in the city library has been given to 
ms members of the Freshman class 
dt) of the East High School by Miss Gen- 
_ § filiska Winterrowd, head of the Refer- 
don & ence Department. Arrangements have 
ah also been made for extending such in- 
ear. § struction to individuals who have occa- 


sion to use the reference books. A 
branch of the public library will be in- 


is during the summer: months in 
a i easinn of the East High School 
stab. § for the use of residents of the district 
meat @ as well as school children. This has 
_ BF been brought about by the co-operation 
the @ of school and library boards. 
see Des Moines—Library Club.—The 
tion F April meeting of the Des Moines Li- 
ob brary Club was held in the office of 
‘ the Library Commission in the His- 
tO @ torical building, at which a book re- 
) & & view program was given. A general 
wilt B dissussion followed and refreshments 
sf served by the social committee com- 
108 BH vleted a pleasant evening. 
dren An enjoyable picnic was held at the 
tol @ Grand View Golf Club on June 9th 
bas @ ¢cosing a successful year for the Li- 
‘the @ brary Club under the presidency of 
Mrs. Georgia Easter of the Des Moines 
, is & Public Library. This being the annual 
ven meeting, the following officers were 
tun @ ‘lected for the coming year: Presi- 
rary dent, Miss Rae Stockman, Drake Uni- 
ial @ Yersity Library; Secretary, Miss Ethel 


Virtue, Historical Library; Treasurer, 
Miss Grace Shallenberger, Des Moines 
Publie Library; Chairman of the Pro- 


Sse 











gram Committee, Miss Grace Cooper, 
State Library; Chairman of the Social 
Committee, Mrs. Eva Page, Des Moines 
College Library. 


Dubuque.—Following the inaugura- 
tion during the spring of bird study in 
all the city schools, Miss Raymond, 
Children’s Librarian, arranged a bird 
contest in the children’s room of Car- 
negie-Stout Library. 


The pictures used were the colored 
plates given in the magazine ‘‘Birds 
and Nature,’’ published by A. W. Mum- 
ford & Company of Chicago. Twenty- 
five of the more common birds with 
about six which the children ‘‘ought 
to know’’ were mounted without 
names but numbers entered on the 
cards instead. Slips of paper were 
prepared with corresponding numbers 
and space at the top for name and 
address. 


The pictures were displayed for two 
weeks and the children were encour- 
aged to use the bird books in the chil- 
dren’s room and the bird room of the 
library. Over sixty children asked for 
slips and of the papers returned six 
were entirely correct, neatness being 
taken into consideration in the grading 
of the work. 


Miller’s ‘‘First Book of Birds’’ and 
Grinnell’s ‘‘Our Feathered Friends,’’ 
with gift plate of the library and name 
and date placed in the front, were 
given as first and second prizes. The 
other four prizes were the same colored 
plates mounted on heavy grey board 
with the gift plate used as with the 
books. 


Exira.—An entertainment was given 
during May in the K. P. Hall for the 
benefit of the library. 


Fairfield—A branch of the Public 
Library has been established at New 
Chicago Chapel and several hundred 
books will be kept there for cireula- 
tion. The reading room was opened 
on May 7th.with an entertainment by 
the children of the neighborhood, the 
proceeds to. be.used for the library, 





Grinnell._Miss Mary Young, a for- 
mer assistant in the Oskaloosa Public 
Library, has been elected assistant in 
Stewart Library. 

Ida Grove.—The library recently re- 
ceived half the net proceeds from the 
‘*Fourth of July’’ play recently given 
by the Civie Club. 
_ Iowa City.—The public library had 

an interesting exhibit of books at the 
Child Welfare Conference held in this 
city, May 22 and 23. This collection of 
books dealing with the education and 
eare of‘children created a great deal 
of interest and lists of these distributed 
at the meeting will prove helpful aids 
to the parents. 

Iowa Falls.—A story hour has been 
regularly held during the year, the 
clubs co-operating with the library. 
Each club furnished a story-teller for 
one month. At one of the most suc- 
cessful hours the story of St. George 
and the Dragon was told to sixty-five 
children, the picture by this title, 
loaned by the Society of the lowa Sum- 
mer School being on exhibition in the 
library at the time. 

With the co-operation also of the 
Women’s club a Junior Civie League 
was formed a year ago, and the chil- 
dren have been very enthusiastic and 
faithful in helping to make and keep a 
clean city. 


Le Mars.— Miss Nelle Colville, Libra- 
rian of the Public Library for the past 
eighteen months, recently resigned her 
position to become an assistant in the 
Davenport Public Library. 

Miss Mae Smith, formerly librarian 
at Le Mars, has resumed her duties in 
this library. 

Letts.—The Altiora Club of Musea- 
tine gave an entertainment during 
May under the auspices of the Letts 
Library Association, the proceeds to be 
devoted to the library fund. 

Lewis.—Through the efforts of the 
Women’s Club 500 volumes have been 
collected by donation and purchase 
for a library and much interest is mani- 
fested in this project. The library 
will be opened on Wednesday after- 





noon and Saturday afternoon | 
evening. E. 
Malvern.—A library association 
recently been formed, a room 
donations of books and money g¢ 
and a library opened. Much @ 
due to the women to whose effg 
energy the inauguration and gyeees 
the project are due. Mrs. F. R. ¢ 
try is President of the Asgoey 
Miss Nellie Aistrope, Secretary, | 
Mrs. A. Ring, Treasurer. = 
Manchester.— An entertainment j 
der the auspices of the “in 0 
was given during April in whieh 
story of the ‘‘Wonderful Adye 
of Nils’’ was told by Miss Wh 
several musical selections rende 
the High School. 
Marshalltown.—The library 
flower seed work in 1911, and hag a 
ried it on every year since y 
material assistance. This spri 
ever, the Science teacher at the : 
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School persuaded the Board of Bang 
tion to incorporate it with the re 
school work, giving High School en 
its to pupils. of all 6th and 7th g 
who eared to take it. 

The science teacher has also loam 
to the library his collection of” 
shall County birds, about 230 i 
and a small, unused room opening ff 
the museum has been made into @ 
and animal room. Eggs and birds 
being placed together as much agp 
sible for easier study. sa) 

Missouri Valley.—The librarian ta 
recently visited twenty school Too 
giving little talks and plans for sm 
mer readings, and leaving appre 
books. This has resulted in an 
ereased interest in the library 4g 
children. 

On May 15th a May Festival 
held on the library lawn at whie 
school children from the 2nd gra 
gave folk dances and a rh } 
dance. Ice cream and candy 
sale, and thirty-five dollars was 
ceived for the library. But more ple 
ing was the fact that many pe 
visited the library that evening # 
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sed interest in it who had never 
done so before. 

“Mount Ayr.—Interest in the new li- 

is increasing and donations of 

;¢ and magazines are being con- 

aently received. 


One large and two 
have recently been pro- 


oo. that the location of the library 


be apparent to all. 
—Mrs. Nellie Sawyer has 
‘een appointed Children’s Librarian of 
Musser Public Library and has 
‘already matured plans for her future 
work. 

Wew Hampton.—An exhibit of the 

of Julius Hoftruf was recently 
given in the public library. The pic- 
tures were water colors of American 
gutdoor scenes and were greatly en- 
joyed by those who saw them. 

Odebolt.—A rent collection of new 
fiction has been added to the library. 
A request box has also been placed on 
the desk for the use of those wishing 
to suggest a book for purchase. These 

will receive the consideration 
af the Book committee in making their 
selections. 

Oskaloosa. As an experiment a sta- 
tion of the Public Library has been 
opened at Beacon and books will be 
dreulated without charge until the end 
of the year, with the hope of securing 
arural tax after that time. The books 
are placed in the boys’ gymnasium 
where they are loaned three times in 
the week by one of the teachers. 

A deposit station has also been 
opened in the Lincoln school for the 
summer that parents and children liv- 
ing in that vicinity and far from the 
jibrary may borrow books without 
Visiting the main library. A _ story 
hour will be conducted at this station 
every week to assist in keeping up an 
interest in the books. 

The Public library building has been 
thoroughly cleaned and redecorated in 
tans and browns. 

Rockwell—Through the generosity 
of Mrs. Grace R. McClelland a library 
and reading room have been opened. 
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Sac City.Complete sets of the 
works of John Burroughs and Mark 
Twain have recently been added to the 
library through the generosity of Mr. 
and Mrs. E. M. Bailey. 


Sigourney.—The new Carnegie build- 
ing was dedicated and the library in 
Sigourney opened on May 18th. The 
dedicatory exercises were held in the 
afternoon at the Presbyterian Church. 

The pupils of the High School and 
of the 6th and 7th grades marched in 
a body to the church and were given 
front seats and the music was fur- 
nished by the High School Girls’ Glee 
Club. 

Mrs. Nannie T. Stockman for many 
years an active worker for a library 
and chairman of the book committee 
presided. The invocation was given 
by Rev. Lanning, followed by a his- 
torical sketch of the library movement 
in Sigourney by Mrs. Grace Needham, 
Secretary of the Board. The report of 
the Building committee was given by 
Dr. Dulin, chairman of the committee. 


Mr. H. N. Neas, president of the li- 
brary board, presented to the city the 
keys of the library which were ac- 
cepted by the Mayor, James Wylie. 
Miss Robinson, Secretary of the Li- 
brary Commission, spoke of the Value 
of a library to a community, and to the 
boys and girls present on Books as 
tools in character building. A salute 
to the flag was given by the school 
children led by a G. A. R. veteran and 
the singing of the ‘‘Star Spangled 
Banner’’ closed the program. A _re- 
ception at the library building followed 
the exercises at the church.. 

The building is of red pressed brick 
with white trimming, and attractive 
without and within. The cost was 
$10,300, the balance above Mr. Car- 
negie’s gift being covered by gifts 
from different citizens. 

Large credit is due to the women of 
Sigourney whose heroic efforts for 
the establishment of a library were 
crowned by this day’s events. Mrs. 
Orel Crocker is librarian. The library 
will be open afternoons and evenings 





of each week day. Previous to the 
opening the library had been organized 
by Miss Ruth Willard of the Library 
Commission. 


Sioux City—A handsome bronze 
bust of Martin Luther was unveiled 
and presented to the city library on 
May 5th by the United Luther Leagues 
of the city. The program consisted of 
a speech of presentation by A. J. An- 
derson, President of the Luther League, 
and of acceptance by A. L. Fribourg, 
President of the Library Board, the 
unveiling of the bust by Miss Drake 
and a vocal duet by two members of 
the Luther League. 


Spencer.—A library benefit for the 
children’s room was given in Fraser 
Theater on April 9th. The pictures 
shown were both entertaining and edu- 
cational, and the proceeds will be used 
for books and magazines for the chil- 
dren. 


Tipton.—Miss Flora Milligan after 
an absence of several months has re- 
sumed her duties as librarian. 


.‘Traer.—By a vote of 418 to 90 a tax 
supported library was made possible 
on April 13th. Bonfires and a band 
parade in the evening testified to the 
popular rejoicing over this vote. 


The library board has been appoint- 
ed, a levy of 5 mills made, and steps 
taken toward securing a Carnegie gift. 
A well conducted subseription library 
has been in existence for three years 
and a lot had already been purchased. 


Waverly.—The Public Library was 
closed from April 24th to May 4th for 
redecorating and other improvements. 
The catalog is also being revised by 
Miss Willard, Commission Organizer. 


Webster City.—Blairsburg has been 
made a rural extension branch of the 
Kendall Young Library. Dvring the 
school term the books were placed in 
the school building but during the 
summer months it is hoped that some 
other location may be found for them. 
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Free Publications, — 


The Universal Portland Cer an . 
pany of 208 South LaSalle St., 
has a quantity of material of 
tional value which will be ‘sent | 
all libraries making application | 
These pamphlets will be found yer 


ful in a library if well advertise 


displayed, where they may 
attention of those interested. 





Book and Periodical Exchanoe 


Public Library, Colfax, 


Wishes to secure No. 5, Vol, ; 


Nos. 2 and 3, Vol. 2, of the 
Iowa. 


Carnegie Public Library, Eldon, Ip 


Desires volumes of the Readers” 
for the years 1909, °10, ’11 and 


Public Library, Marshalltown, Ip 


Has set of MecClintoch’s and St 


Cyclopedia of ecclesiastical literat 


which will be given to any lib 
ing transportation. 





Library Signboards. Be. 


If your library is not in its, 


building with its name above the | 
but is in a rented building or aj 
house or a store, is its existence 

cation advertised to your townsp 


and to strangers by a sign of anys 


Might not the sign, read by p 


driving in for business, remind # 


that they had planned to get ah 
themselves or for their children? 


it not call the attention of others t 


Pit Se ae 
et ee ~ " 
Sele 26 iti eens a oie < pe non oT 


esnp nan ew = 8 Y 


fact that their town had a library, a 
interest them enough to make & Va 


and see what books were there? 


it not advertise the existence of @ a 


brary to the stranger passing t 
the town and help to show him the 
eral interest taken in broad e 
through good reading? 

A simple sign would cost wire 
and would be a good investments 
mont Library Bulletin. 
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